[A rare cause of exertional dyspnea in a 63-year-old woman].
A 63-year-old woman was referred because of excertional dyspnea, pulmonary artery hypertension and right heart dilatation without evidence of pulmonary embolism. Echocardiography, magnetic resonance tomography and right heart catheterisation revealed a left to right shunt through an sinus venosus defect and partial anomalous pulmonary venous return. After surgical repair the hemodynamic changes normalized. The patient is doing well 12 weeks after surgery. Congenital heart disease should be considered as a rare cause of exertional dyspnea in the elderly. Before percutaneous interventional closure of atrial septal defects, concomitant anomalous partial pulmonary venous return should be ruled out.